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ICE REMOVES PHILADELPHIA IMAM FROM THE COUNTRY 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. – U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officials in Philadelphia 
announced that Mohamed Ahmed Hassan Ghorab, a 47-year-old citizen of Egypt, was returned from the 
United States to his native Egypt this morning by ICE Detention and Removal Operations officers. 

Ghorab, the Imam of the Ansaar Allah Islamic Society in Philadelphia, first entered the United States on 
March 29, 2000 on a business visitor (B-1) visa via New York, N.Y. On March 25, 2003, ICE agents 
assigned to the Philadelphia Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) arrested Ghorab and placed him into 
deportation proceedings for violating the terms of his visa. The following month, an Immigration Judge 
allowed Ghorab to be released from custody after he posted a $50,000 bond. 

On February 23, 2004, an Immigration Judge ordered that Ghorab be removed from the country, prompting 
an appeal by Ghorab to the Board of Immigration Appeals. 

On May 27, 2004, ICE agents assigned to the Philadelphia JTTF took Ghorab back into custody for violating 
the terms of his bond. On the same day, Internal Revenue Service agents, along with agents from ICE and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, executed criminal search warrants at the Ansaar Allah Islamic Society 
facility, at Ghorab’s home, and at another location in Philadelphia. 

On August 23, 2004, the Board of Immigration Appeals dismissed Ghorab’s appeal and affirmed the previous 
removal order. Ghorab then successfully argued for a stay of removal from the Third U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. On November 30, 2005, the Third U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals dissolved the stay of removal, 
effectively clearing the way for Ghorab’s removal from the country. 

“Arresting and deporting those who violate the terms of their visas is a critical part of ICE’s efforts to restore 
integrity to the nation’s immigration system,” said Thomas Decker, the Field Operations Director for ICE 
Detention and Removal Operations in Philadelphia. “The removal of Mr. Ghorab represents the latest in 
ICE’s effort to ensure that there are consequences for violations of U.S. immigration laws.” 

In the past two fiscal years, ICE has removed more than 293,500 illegal aliens and immigration status 
violators from the United States. 
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# ICE # 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is the largest investigative arm of the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS).  ICE seeks to prevent acts of terrorism by targeting the people, money and 

materials that support terror and criminal networks. 


